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FOREWORD

0 hc generosity of Dr. George Alexander Kohut thc‘
Yale University lerary owes the establishment of the
Alexander Kohut Memorial Collection of Judaica, com-
g ongmally several thousand volumes in all branches
}cvhs learning, brought together by his father, the Rev-
“efend Dr. Alexander Kohut, eminent scholar and rchglous
leader. To provide for the continuous growth of this collcc- '
Dr. Kohut established also a book-fund, the income
from which is used for the purchase of both current and
uarian material in the same field. Upon Dr. Kohut’s .
cat in'1933, the collection was further enlarged by the -
the greater part of his personal scholarly library;

ent gifts from members of the family, particu-

Rebekah Kohut, resulted in the addition of an
it collection of manuscripts, and of many rare and '
ks, iﬁcludiii‘gf‘Hébrcw incunabula.

tf anmvcrsary of Dr. Kohut’s death, the choice of
 ammiina’s treatise seemed singularly appropriate, be-
‘riiakesit possible to combine the reproduction of an

rtant and unique Judaeo-Arabic manuscript, with a
morial to one whose entire career was a living proof of
Ibn Kammana's thesis—that the human soul is indeed a

spark from the immortal essence of its Divine Fountain-




PREFATORY NOTE

1E only known documentary information on the life '
of Sa‘d ibn Kammiina® is that which became available
193 ,',thrdﬁgh‘th‘é‘ publication of the Chronicle composed
his Muhammadan contemporary and fellow-townsman,
al'al-Din ¢Abd al-Razziq ibn al-Fuwati.’ In the year
683 (a.D. 1284), says Ibn al-Fuwati,’ the publication of
t Kammiina's Tangih al-abhath provoked a serious riot .
by.the populace of Baghdad, undoubtedly caused by their
lief that the writing of a critical dissertation on the prin-
Sies of Islam by a Jewish author was nothing short of sac-
ilege. The disturbance did not subside until the authoritics .
romised to have the author publicly burned the following -
sorning. In the meantime, probably with the connjyance
- the same authorities, Ibn Kammiina was smugglg;i out
city in a leather-covered trunk, and betook himself ~
e provincial town of al-Hilla, where his son occupied 2
arial poSitionf There he died, presumably soon after-
ds Coet B
ce Ibn Kammiina was also the author of an extensive -
handbook of ophthalmology,’ it seems reasonably certain .
that he was by profession a physician specializing in the
ases of the eye, and his honorary title €Izz al-Dawla
dicate that he had achieved considerable eminence ,
n: this ficld,’ prdbdbiy;’ écrving as physician-in-ordinary to
Igh government officials.
‘Of his known Arabic writings, extending over the fields
médicine; chemistry, philosophy, and comparative theo-
o ’;mly three works of Jewish interest need to be men-
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_ indicates, the ‘Epistlc was copied dir

y

Hi £ull name was Sa¢d ibn Mansiir ibn Sad ibn al-Hasan ibn
Hibat‘Allah ibn Kammiina. v V.
awidith al-jamia wal-tajarib al-nifis, edited by M. Jawad,
aghdad, a.u. 1351 (A.D. 1932). On the author (A.D. 1244-1323)
and his works see C. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen
Literatur, 2. Supplementband, 1938, p. 202. ) ‘

¢it., p- 441-442; an English translation of this passage is
'W. J. Fischel, Jews in the Economic and Political Life
edieval Islam, London, 1937, p- 134135 (Royal Asiatic So-

Tangih al-abhath lil-milal al-thalith, 2 res
treatise on the three major religions (Judaist
tianity, and Islam) written in a spirit of
appreciation of the argumchts “for and agai
faith. Only the second part, dcalingwlth,;]jjdé
so far been published.’ S

A treatise, without title, on the d ferences
Rabbanites and the Karaites, written in V
of conciliation and fairness.” The treati eco
extracts from Judah ha-Levi’s Kitab al-Kh
consequently of considerable value for the extu
cism of that work." i

ety Monographs, xxit). , \
4. Steinschneider’s hypothesis that Ibn Kammiina became convert-
ed:to Islam (cf. his Die arabische Literatur der Juden, Frankfurt
arn Main, 1902, p. 239) has been thoroughly demolished by
D). H. Baneth (Monatsschrift fiir Geschichte und Wissenschaft
Judentums, Lxix, 1925, p. 295-311). That Brockelmann (op.
1. Supplementband, 1937, p. 768) repeats this hypothesis
makes no mention of Baneth’s article, is clearly a piece of
.y carelessness, as is his totally misleading characterization of
gik as a “Verteidigung des Islams gegen Juden und
” Tbn al-Fuwati describes Ibn Kammiina outright as

The present epistle (Risala) on the immo al
soul, first described by Ignaz Goldzih
fifth item (fol. 58-70) in Codex Landberg
Yale University Library. The codex is
several philosophico-theological tracts
1 to 4 were copied at Baghdad in AH
The remainder of the codex is undated, but
sumably copied shortly thereafter. A

hé eminent Jewish physician.”

atitled Kitab al-Kafi al-kabir (Brockelmann, op. cit., 1. Sup-
ementband, p. 769). The work is now known only from a
tation by another writer. ‘ Pl
his comparatively late date, however, such honorary titles
‘hiad lost much of their original significance. ' e

Il list is given by Steinschneider and Brockelmann.
Hirschfeld, Sa¢d b. Mansar ibn Kammiunah und seine
ische Schrift Tankih al-abhat, Betlin, 1893 (Heidelberg
A summary of the whole work is given by Baneth, loc. ciz.
complete edition of it is one of the major desiderata in the
field of Judaeo-Arabic literature. :

‘Publishied — unfortunately with many errors—by Hartwig
schfeld, Arabic Chrestomathy in Hebrew Characters, Lon-
‘don, 1892, p. 69-103. An English translation, with a critical ap-
stus to the Arabic text, is among my papers and will be pub-
“some time in the future. Steinschneider’s view that this

Kammiina’s own autograph, and the ek
text is therefore of a high order. The contents
treatise need not be summarized here, b t

pointed- out that the author states that,
knew, his argumcntativoﬁw{as origimak:
was not to be found in any other wo

,” and the colophon of the Yale manuscript calls him



10.

I1.

12,

treatise was a Karaite forgery was— m my )udgm
rejected by Baneth, loc. ait. ok
Sec L. Nemoy, “Contributions to the Textual C

i,” Jewish ~'Q’t}izriédy Rerict?

ha-Levi’s Kitab al-Khazari,
xxvi (1936), p. 221-226. T
«“Sa¢d b. Mansir ibn Kammiina’s Abhandh
ginglichkeit der Seele,” Festschrift sum achizigsten!
Moritz Steinschneider’s, Leipzig, 1896, p. 1
nal of Jewish Bibliography, 1 (1938/39), p:
Since the handwriting here is very cu}sivp,' at
the colophon may be of use to the reader: | :
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